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Northwich  Rural  District  Council 


Health  Report  for  1955. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northwich 

Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  essential 
matters  affecting  the  Public  Health  of  the  District  during 
the  year  1955. 

SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  &  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area . (57,547)*  ...  57,017  acres 

Population  —  Registrar-General’s  latest  estimate 

of  population .  39,220 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955)  ...  12,387 

Rateable  Value  (1st  October,  1955)  .  £216,775 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (year  (1954/55)  £915  9s.  9d. 

The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year 
relate  to  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers  by  the  Register-General. 


Live  Births 


f  Legitimate 
1  Illegitimate 


Total  M.  F. 

...  692  353  339)  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 

15  5  10  I  estimated  resident  population  18.02 

After  adjustment  ty  the  Comparability 
Factor .  17.11 


c+  ii  dihUo  1  Legitimate  ...  16  5  11  [Rate  per  1000  total  (live 

b  i  bt  s  j-  uiegitjmate  —  —  — land  still)  births  .  22.13 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  380  203  177  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the 

estimated  resident  population  9.68 
After  adjustment  by  the  Comparability 
Factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  55 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

All  infants  per  100  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.63 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  23.12 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  — 


*  The  figures  given  above  in  brackets  indicate  the  corresponding  statistics 
for  1954.  The  changes  reported  are  the  outcome  of  a  revision  of  the 
Northwich  Urban  and  Rural  boundaries  which  came  into  effect  on  1st 
April,  1955.  For  the  most  part  the  alteration  of  boundaries  entailed  the 
transfer  to  the  parent  Authority  of  Urban  owned  houses  already  built  in 
the  Rural  area,  along  with  the  municipal  services  which  go  with  them. 
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The  following 

table 

compares 

the  main 

statistics  for 

1955  with 

the  years  1944-1954  : — 

Infant 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Year. 

Popu¬ 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Deaths 

Deaths 

lation 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

from 

Cancer 

from 

Tubercu¬ 

losis 

1944. 

28,730  ... 

18.16 

...  10.47 

...  30.65  ... 

52  ... 

14 

1945. 

28,460  ... 

17.39 

...  11.59 

...  50.50  ... 

55  ... 

18 

1946. 

29,640  ... 

18.04 

...  11.57 

...  28.03  ... 

48  ... 

13 

1947. 

30,650  ... 

20.22 

...  11.97 

...  29.03  ... 

56  ... 

5 

1948. 

31,790  ... 

18.71 

...  10.09 

...  23.56  ... 

42  ... 

4 

1949. 

32,660  ... 

18.21 

...  9.76 

...  42.01  ... 

70  ... 

5 

1950. 

34,970  ... 

19.98 

...  11.55 

...  37.19  ... 

72  ... 

11 

1951. 

38,310  ... 

20.75 

...  11.30 

...  32.70  ... 

66  ... 

7 

1952. 

40,440  ... 

19.98 

...  9.59 

...  28.46  ... 

61  ... 

7 

1953. 

41,920  ... 

21.18 

...  8.23 

...  29.28  ... 

47  ... 

3 

1954. 

42,720  ... 

19.19 

...  8.56 

...  19.51  ... 

68  ... 

3 

1955. 

39,220  ... 

18.02 

...  9.68 

...  22.63  ... 

64  ... 

2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  —  1955 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Taken  from  the  Registrar-General's  Tables). 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  Other  forms  of 
Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 

Measles . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  orostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 

Suicide  . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males 

Females 

Tottl 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

5 

6 

11 

14 

2 

16 

1 

4 

5 

— 

3 

3 

13 

16 

29 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

5 

18 

35 

53 

35 

11 

46 

3 

4 

7 

36 

39 

75 

8 

7 

15 

4 

2 

6 

9 

9 

18 

13 

2 

15 

4 

— 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

7 

8 

4 

— 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

16 

18 

34 

7 

— 

7 

1 

3 

4 

— 

j 

1 

203 

177 

1 

380 

Total 
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New  Industries. — No  new  industries  were  introduced 
into  the  Rural  District  during  the  year. 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

(A)  Provided  by  the  District  Council. 


(1)  Staff. 

W.  S.  Slater, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  (Services  shared  with 
of  Health  the  other  three  Mid- 
Hartford  Hill,  Cheshire  Districts,  the 
Darwin  Street,  County  Council  and 
Northwich,  with  the  North  and 
Cheshire.  Mid-Cheshire  Hospi- 
t  a  1  Management 
Committee  up  to 
33-3-’55). 


Clerical  Staff. 


1  person 
(whole-time) 


(Services  shared  with 
the  other  three  Mid- 
Cheshire  Districts). 


J.  S.  Carrie, 

Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat 
and  Food  Inspection, 
Cert.  Sanitary  Science, 
Cert.  Smoke  Inspection 
&  Boiler  House  Man¬ 
agement,  Hon.  Cert. 
Hygiene  R.I.  Public 
Health  &  Hygiene. 


Chief  Sanitary  (Northwich  Rural 
Inspector,  District  only). 
Whitehall, 

Hartford, 

Nr.  Northwich, 

Cheshire. 


W.  P.  Musgrave, 

Cert.  R.S.I. 

B.  Marsland, 

Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert  Meat 
&  Food,  Cert.  Sanitary 
Science. 

H.  R.  Worsley. 

Miss  M.  Walters. 

Miss  J.  Reid. 


Additional  -do 

Sanitary  Insp. 

Additional  -do 

Sanitary  Insp. 

Assistant  -do 

Sanitary  Insp. 

Clerical  Staff  -do 

-do-  -do 
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(2)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  in  Manchester, 
which  are  provided  free  of  charge  to  the  Northwich  Rural 
District  Council,  proved  adequate  during  the  year  In 
addition,  this  Service  has  co-operated  in  the  transport  of  the 
samples  twice  monthly  from  this  area.  Details  of  the  samples 
and  specimens  are  given  later  in  the  report. 

(3)  Environmental  Services. 

Details  of  the  other  Services,  e.g.  Sanitary  and  Housing 
Inspections,  Food  Examinations,  etc.,  etc.,  provided  by  the 
Northwich  Rural  District  Council  are  recorded  later  in  this 
report. 

(B)  Isolation  Hospital  Services. 

After  31st  March,  1955,  Davenham  Isolation  Hospital 
discontinued  the  admittance  and  treatment  of  cases  of  In¬ 
fectious  Diseases,  as  accommodation  was  required  for  a 
Maternity  Unit.  This  conversion,  of  course,  necessitated  the 
transport  of  Infectious  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  to 
hospitals  some  miles  away  from  their  homes.  It  is,  however, 
very  gratifying  to  know  that  the  Hospital  still  admits  from 
the  area  a  number  of  elderly  chronic  sick  patients  as  well 
as  the  maternity  cases.  During  the  year  a  total  of  114 
patients  were  admitted,  as  follows,  of  whom  61  were 
residents  of  the  Northwich  Rural  District. 


1.  1.  ’55 

1.  4.  ’55 

to 

to 

31.  3.  ’55 

31.  12.  ’55 

Infectious  Diseases 

9 

Elderly  sick,  etc . . 

5 

31 

Maternity  . 

16 

Total 

...  14 

47 

(C)  Provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  have  officers  discharging 
duties  in  the  Northwich  Rural  area  under  the  following 
Services  > 

School  Medical,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  including 
Milk  Food  Sales,  Tuberculosis,  School  Dental,  Health 
Visiting,  Weights  and  Measures  Inspection,  Specialist 
Services,  e.g.,  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Paediatric.  Home 
and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Services,  Speech  Therapy, 
Residential  and  Temporary  Accommodation,  under  the 
County  Welfare  Services,  etc.,  etc. 
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The  Mid-Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee  (under 
the  auspices  of  the  County  Council)  provided  the  following 
Services  :- 

(a)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Schemes. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  1955  in  the  Northwich 
Rural  District  is  detailed  as  follows  :- 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

Pre-School  Children 

School  Children  ...  . 

Adults  ...  . 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Pre-School  Children  . 

School  Children  . 

Re-immunised  . 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

Pre-School  Children  . 

School  Children  . 

Combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation. 

Pre-School  Children  . 

School  Children  . 


262 

10 

11 


124 

10 

322 


48 

4 


469 
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During  1955  the  prophylactic  which  gives  protection 
against  both  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  continued  to 
be  used.  This  vaccine  reduces  the  number  of  injections  from 
five  to  three  for  each  child,  and  should  preferably  be  com¬ 
menced  when  the  infant  is  3-4  months  old. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

It  is  expected  that  early  in  1956  vaccination  against 
Poliomyelitis  will  be  offered  to  children  of  certain  ages 
whose  parents  gave  written  consent. 

(b)  Sitting  Case  Car  and  Ambulance  Service. 

The  service  in  the  area  continued  to  deal  with  North¬ 
wich  Rural  patients  expeditiously  and  without  serious 
complaint  throughout  the  year. 

(c)  Prevention  of  Illness  —  Care  and  After  Care. 

Nursing  requisites  and  after-care  equipment  were 

loaned  for  the  use  of  the  sick  and  needy  in  a  number  of 

*/ 

homes  during  the  year. 

(d)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

Domestic  Heins  have  been  provided  during  1955  in  81 
households  in  the  Rural  District,  The  kind  of  cases  assisted 
included  old  age,  confinement,  etc. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies. — During  the  year  the  Mid  and  South 
East  Cheshire  Water  Board  have  carried  out  various  short 
main  extensions  to  supply  new  housing  development  by  the 
Council. 

Water  Samples. — The  Water  Board  has  submitted  to 
me  for  information  71  copies  of  the  Analyst's  Reports  on 
samples  of  water  taken  in  the  Northwich  Rural  District,  ail 
of  which  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

In  addition,  the  Public  Health  Department  has  taken 
42  samples  of  drinking  water  and  submitted  them  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 
34  of  the  samples  were  satisfactory  and  8  unsatisfactory. 
With  regard  to  the  latter,  these  were  in  respect  of  the 
following  properties 

Action  taken. 

Connection  to  mains. 

Property  vacated. 

Water  Board  to  make  appli¬ 
cation  under  Rural  Water 
Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts, 
1944-45,  for  mains  supply  to 
be  afforded. 

Lion  Cottage,  Rushton.  Tanks  serving  property  in  this 

area  cleansed.  Now  satisfact¬ 
ory. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  following  state¬ 
ment,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Birtwistle,  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council,  sets  out  in  some 
detail  the  main  drainage  schemes  and  activities  of  the 
Council  during  1955  : — 

“  Delamere  Area. — The  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  the 
Station  Road  area  of  Delamere  and  the  Chester  Road  area 
of  Oakmere  adjoining  the  Abbey  Arms  and  Bowyers  Waste 
has  been  carried  out  and  completed  during  the  year,  a  new 
Disposal  Works  having  been  constructed  off  the  Chester 
Road  near  to  Bowyers  Waste.  The  works  carried  out  have 
provided  sewers,  to  which  all  the  properties  in  Station  Road 
can  be  connected  and  the  properties  in  Chester  Road,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  several  properties  had  been  connected 
to  the  new  sewerage  system. 


Woodside  Cottage,  Allostock. 

Marbury  Lodge,  Marbury. 

Cottages  and  farm, 

Fishers  Green,  Utkinton. 


Moulton. — In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  scheme  was 
completed  which  has  enabled  the  old  Moulton  Sewage 
-Disposal  Works  to  be  abandoned  and  the  sewerage  dis¬ 
charged  from  a  Pumping  Station  at  Mereheath  to  sewerage 
system  serving  the  Parish  of  Davenham,  treatment  being 
given  at  the  works  adjoining  the  Bye-Pass  Road. 


Davenham.— The  work  of  construction  of  the  extension 
to  the  Davenham  Sewage  Disposal  Works  was  completed 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  whole  of  the  units  were 
brought  into  operation.  This  Works  has  sufficient  capacity 
to  deal  with  the  Northwich  Urban  District  Council’s  housing 
development  at  Leftwich,  and  the  flow  of  sewage  from  these 
was  connected  through  to  the  Works  during  the  year.  It  also 
deals  with  the  whole  of  the  flow  from  Moulton  Village  which 
is  discharged  into  the  Davenham  sewers  by  way  of  a 
Pumping  Station  at  Mereheath. 

Bamton.' — In  connection  with  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  at  Riverside,  work  proceeded  satisfactorily  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  reached  an  advanced  stage  which  enabled 
the  inter-connecting  sewer  to  be  put  into  use  from  Gunners- 
clo-ugh  to  Riverside,  thereby  enabling  the  old  works  at 
Gunnersclcugh  to  be  abandoned  and  the  site  to  be  cleared. 
It  is  expected  that  by  the  middle  of  1956  the  whole  of  the 
works  will  be  completed 

Weaver  ham — In  connection  with  the  approval  given  by 
the  Ministry  of  Housing-  and  Local  Government  to  the 
provision  of  additional  sludge  drying  bed  accommodation 
at  Weaverham,  because  of  serious  complaints  in  connection 
with  the  treatment  of  sludge,  the  Council  pressed  the 
Ministry  to  give  approval  to  the.  provision  of  a  sludge 
digestion  unit.  Late  in  the  year  Ministry  approval  was  given 
to  this  proposal  and  it  is  expected  that  during  1956  the 
additions  at  Weaverham  Sewage  Disposal  Works  will  be 
proceeded  with.  •  ’  -  r  ' ;  ... 

Wincham. — During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  held  an  Inquiry  into  the  proposals 
of  the  Council  to  provide  a  new  sewerage  system  and 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  to  serve  the  Higher  Wincham  area. 
By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  had  received  approval 
in  principle  to  their  proposals  from  the  Ministry,  and  it  is 
honed  to  cro  forward  with  the  construction  of  these  works 
during  1956. 


General.  —  The  Council’s  housing  development  in 
various  Parishes  has  caused  additional  lengths  of  foul 
sewers  and  surface  water  drains  to  be  laid.  The  development 
of  course  causes  increased  How  to  the  various  Sewage 
Disposal  Works. 

During  the  year  the  Council  also  set  up  a  Committee 
to  consider  the  question  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
facilities  throughout  the  district  and  the  outcome  has  been 
that  the  Council  appreciate  there  is  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  to  be  done  in  connection  with  Sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal.  As  a  first  stage  in  dealing  with  these  problems  a 
priority  list  of  works  to  be  dealt  with  within  the  next  two 
years  was  agreed,  and  these  include,  in  addition  to  the  works 
mentioned  earlier  in  this  report,  the  following  : — 

Provision  of  a  new  sewerage  system  and  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  works  at  Comberbach. 

Provision  of  a  sewerage  system  at  Anderton  to  be  con¬ 
nected  to  the  Barnton  works. 

Provision  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the 
Milton  Rough  area  of  Acton  and  the  Chapel  Lane  area 
of  Acton. 

Provision  of  sewerage  for  the  Quarry  Lane /Willing ton 
Lane  area,  etc.  of  Delame  re. 

Improvement  to  the  sewage  disposal  arrangements 
serving  a  group  of  houses  in  Little  Leigh. 

Provision  of  a  new  sewage  disposal  works  for  Little 
Bud  worth  Village. 

Provision  of  a  sewerage  system  and  extension  of  a  sew¬ 
age  disposal  works  to  cover  the  Eaton  Village  area. 

Provision  of  a  sewerage  system  for  the  Little  Leigh 
Church  and  School  area. 

It  is  intended  by  the  Council  then  to  follow  on  and  carry 
out  certain  improvement  works  and  additions  which  are 
required  to  several  of  the  large  sewers  disposal  works,  in¬ 
cluding  Rudheath,  Hartford,  and  Cuddington. 

Under  the  following  headings.  Mr.  J.  S.  Carrie,  The 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  as  follows  : — 

“  Closet  Conversions.— During  the  year,  9  conversions 
were  carried  out  under  the  Council’s  Grant  Aid  Scheme. 

“  Night  Soil  ”  Collection. — Collection  is  now  undertaken 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Council’s  area. 
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labile  Cleansing  Services.  —  The  Council  operates  a 
.comprehensive  house-refuse  collection  service  throughout 
the  area,  collection  taking  place  fortnightly.  The  Scavenging 
fleet  consists  of  the  following  vehicles  : — 

1  S.D.  Freighter.  2  Dennis  Nightsoil  and  Cesspool 

Emptiers. 

1  Bedford 

2  Dennis  Paxits  1  Aveling-Barford  Calf  dozer  for 

operation  of  Controlled  Tip¬ 
ping. 

3  Dennis  Side-Loaders 

The  labour  force  employed  consists  of  :: — 

1  General  Foreman  1  Calfdozer  Operator. 

8  Drivers.  19  Scavenging  Loaders. 

During  the  year,  3894  loads  of  refuse  were  removed  and 
disposed. of  in  the  reclamation  of  land.  In  addition.  595  cess¬ 
pools  and  septic  tanks  were  pumped  and  cleansed.  The 
Council  now  operate  under  the  following  Resolution  : — 

“  That  drainage  installations,  serving  dwelling  houses 
only,  be  emptied  at  the  cost  of  the  Council,  where  an 
application  is  made  or  on  receipt:  of  a  complaint  as  to  a 
nuisance,  provided  that  this  service  be  only  extended  to 
properly  constructed  and  approved  installations  which 
have,  been  properly  maintained,  and  to  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  being  satisfied  that  -the  installation  needs 
attention.”  (Resolution  of  the  Sewerage  Technical  Sub- 
Committee  29.1.54.) 

Salvage  of  Waste  Materials, — The  salvage  of  waste 
materials  has  been  well  maintained.  The  total  income  from 
sales  amounted  to  £3,594,  an  increase  of  £708  over  the 
previous  year.  The  total  weight  of  salvage  baled  was  382 
ton's  as  against  341  tons  for  the  previous  year.  The  following 
materials  were  salvaged  : — 

Tons  -  Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 

Paper .  376  19  —  — 

Scrap  Metals  ....  .  ...  —  —  9  11 

Textiles  ...  ...  ...  5  11  2  18 

.Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice. — 333  premises  were 
treated,  involving  1560  operational  visits.  The  Contract 
figure  for  the  period  amounted  to  £299  and  the  amounts  re¬ 
ceived  in  connection  with  isolated  clearances  totalled  £36. 
ThQ  Council  again  operated  jointly  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  the  treatment  of  rats  in  sewers 
and  received  the  appropriate  grants  in  connection  with  this 
work.  Baiting  and  maintenance  treatment  was  carried  out 
in  sewers  in  the  area  involving  652  separate  manhole 
baitings.  Tv:"-  --  ’  . 
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During  the  year  the  Council,  by  resolution  of  the  Sewer¬ 
age  Salvage  and  Scavenging  Committee  of  11th  ireoruary, 
1955,  agreed  to  introduce  a  free  service  for  domestic 
dwellings. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  —  There  are  no  Public 
Swimming  Baths  in  the  Council’s  district.  During  the  year 
the  following  private  baths  have  been  in  use  : — 

Fourways  Cafe,  Oakmere. 

I.C.I.  Swimming  Pool,  Acton. 

I.C.'I.  Swimming  Pool,  Marbury  Hall  Park. 

During  the  year,  three  samples  were  taken  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination  (2  from  the  Fourways  and  1  from  the  Marbury 
Swimming  Pools).  All  three  samples  were  reported  upon 
satisfactorily. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  —  There  are  no  Lodging 
Houses  in  the  Rural  District. 

Camping  Sites. — The  following  Caravan  Sites  were  ii 
operation  throughout  the  Council’s  district  during  the 
year  : — 

1.  W.  Mullen,  Woodbine  Cottage,  Acton  Bridge. 

2.  F.  Gore,  Allways  Filling  Station,  Allostock. 

3.  S.  Worth,  Sandy  Lane,  Allostock. 

4.  L.  K.  Beckwith,  Off  Stoney  Lane,  Delamere. 

5.  Mrs.  W.  Speachley,  Off  Stoney  Lane,  Delamere. 

6.  H.  W.  Booth,  Millhouse  Farm,  Little  Budworth. 

7.  Mrs.  J.  Clarke,  Forest  View  Inn,  Oakmere. 

8.  P.  Foster,  Mushroom  Cottage,  Oakmere. 

9.  Messrs.  Harrington,  Ltd.,  Chester  Road,  Oakmere. 

10.  S.  Worth,  Crabtree  Caravans,  Oakmere. 

11.  J.  Hockenhull,  Red  Lion  Inn,  Little  Budworth. 

12.  W.  H.  Brockley,  The  Plough  Inn,  Marton. 

13.  T.  Dickenson,  Lamb  Cottage.  Daleford  Lane,  Marton. 

14.  The  Rev.  T.  Heywood.  The  Vicarage,  Tarporley. 

15.  W.  Pritchard,  Valley  Farm,  Oakmere. 

16.  W.  Brer e ton,  The  Raven  Inn,  Darnhall. 

17.  W.  Worthington,  Bvley  Post  Office,  Byley. 

In  addition  to  the  above  19  licences  were  issued  for  the 
stationing  of  individual  caravans  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Department  paid 
two  visits  to  each  of  these  sites  and  remedied  complaints. 
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Recreational  Sites,  Playing  Fields  and  Village  Halls. — 

The  Department  has  given  assistance  to  various  Parishes 
during  the  course  of  the  year  regarding  development  of 
recreation  sites,  playing  fields  and  village  hall  sites, 
particularly  at  Tarporley  and  Davenharn. 

Pollution  of  Rivers. — In  this  connection  the  Council  is 
endeavouring  to  reduce  pollution  of  various  rivers  by  pro¬ 
ceeding  as  promptly  as  possible  with  the  various  sewerage 
schemes  outlined  earlier  in  this  report. 

Cheshire  County  Council  Act,  1953.  —  The  Sanitary 
Inspectors  visited  all  hairdressers’  and  barbers’  premises 
situated  in  the  area  and  as  a  result  21  premises  were 
licensed. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Statement  of  Inspections  made  and  Notices  Issued. 


Informal  Notices 

Statutory  Notices 

Nature  of  Inspections  made 

Number 

Issued 

Compli¬ 
ed  with 

Issued 

Compli¬ 
ed  with 

1. 

Dwelling  Houses  (General  Inspection) 

1273 

161 

168 

62 

a* 

19 

2. 

Dwelling  Houses  (Overcrowding) 

97 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3. 

Moveable  Dwellings  . 

99 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  to  Dwellings 

1334 

14 

22 

— 

— 

5. 

Drainage,  Septic  Tanks  and  Cesspools 

210 

66 

62 

— 

— 

6. 

Ditches  and  Watercourses  . 

51 

8 

3 

— 

— 

7. 

Offensive  Accumulations 

25 

13 

14 

— 

— 

8. 

Keeping  of  Animals 

19 

1 

7 

— 

— 

9. 

Provision  of  Dustbins  ... 

207 

213 

201 

— 

— 

10. 

Supervision  of  Refuse  Tips  ... 

191 

2 

2 

— 

— 

11. 

Supervision  of  Refuse  Collection 

254 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

12. 

Slaughterhouses  . 

1583 

2 

2 

— 

13. 

Shops,  Bakehouses  and  other  places 
where  food  is  prepared 

426 

6 

6 

,  -  -- 

14. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ... 

68 

2 

— 

— 

1 

15. 

Factories  etc.  (inch  outworker) 

69 

2 

— • 

• - 

— 

16. 

Protections  and  sampling  of  water 
supplies 

76 

11 

9 

— 

— 

17. 

Canal  Boats 

8 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Investigations 

378 

— 

— 

— 

19. 

Schools :  Inspections  &  Disinfections 

49 

— 

— 

— 

20. 

Disinfection  of  Premises  . 

79 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21. 

Rats  in  Sewers . 

652 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22. 

Deratisation  of  Premises  . 

1560 

6 

4 

— 

— 

23. 

Smoke  Observations 

7 

— 

— 

— 

24. 

Control  of  Swimming  Baths  ... 

8 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

25. 

Hairdressing  Establishments  ... 

53 

— 

— 

21 

21 

26. 

Cinemas  ... 

• — 

— 

— 

27. 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  and 
Disinfestations 

130 

9 

35 

_____ 

28. 

Flooding . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Milk  Samples 

82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Orange  Juice  Samples . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Ice-cream  Samples  . 

54 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Samples  in  connection  with  control  of 
Food  Poisoning  . 

29 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

9082 

517 

537 

83 

4t> 

14 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 

1  — Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in¬ 
cluding  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors)  : — 


ig  4 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories 

without  Mechanical  Power 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ... 

117 

65 

2 

— 

Other  Premises 

122 

3 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

249 

68 

2 

— 

2 — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number 

of  cases  in 
which  pro. 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

1 

— 

1 

— , 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature... 

— 

- — 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

fective 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offen- 

| 

ces  relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

— 

— 

• - 

_ 

i  _ 

TOTALS 

3 

1 

2 

1 

!  ‘ 

Outwork. — List  required  by  Section  110  was  received 
relating  to  one  outworker  engaged  in  making  wearing 
apparel. 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

New  Houses. — During  the  year  the  figures  in  connection 
with  the  provision  of  houses  in  the  district  erected  by  the 
Council  and  by  private  enterprise  show  a  total  of  178.  This 
figure  is  made  up  of  122  Council  houses  and  56  private 
houses. 

The  Parishes  in  which  the  houses  have  been  erected  are 
as  shown  in  the  following  schedule  : — 


Parishes 

Private 

Houses 

completed 

Council 

Houses 

completed 

Acton  ... 

_ 

. 

Allostock 

— 

10 

Anderton 

— 

— 

Barnton 

— 

Bostock 

— 

Byley  ... 

— 

— 

Comberbach  ... 

2 

— 

Crowton 

- - 

— 

Cuddington  ... 

10 

2 

Darnhall 

— 

— 

Davenham 

9 

26 

Delamere 

4 

4 

Hartford 

16 

4 

Lach  Dennis  ... 

3 

8 

Little  Budworth 

_ _ 

— 

Little  Leigh  ... 

2 

8 

Lostock  Gralam 

i , — 

3 

Marbury  . 

— 

— 

Marston 

_ 

— 

Marton 

3 

— 

Moulton 

.  — 

13 

Nether  Peover 

1 

14 

Oakmere 

1 

Rudheath 

2 

T*M  ,  ... 

Rushton 

12 

Sproston 

- 

Stanthorne 

Taroorley 

1 

10 

Utkinton 

1 

4 

Weaverham  ... 

1 

_ 

Whatcroft 

_ 

Wimboldsley  ... 

— 

Wincham 

— 

4 

Total 

56 

122 

Conversion  of  Large  Houses.  —  The  following  conver¬ 
sions  of  large  houses  were  completed  and  financial  assist¬ 
ance  given  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949  (as  amended)  : — 

(a)  The  Beeches,  off  Chester  Road,  Hartford  —  con¬ 
verted  into  two  dwellings. 

(b)  Nor  croft  Farm  House.  Wimboldsley  —  converted 
into  two  dwellings. 
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New  Council  Housing-  Sites  selected  are  as  follows  • — 


Wincham . 

2  houses 

Utkinton  . 

4 

99 

Tarporley 

16 

99 

Cuddington  . 

8 

99 

Hartford  . 

4 

99 

Rushton  . 

6 

99 

Barnton  . 

12 

99 

Crowton  . 

2 

99 

Marston  ...  . 

12 

99 

Unfit  Houses.— During  the  year  50  houses  were 

demol- 

ished,  11  by  statutory  action  and  39  by  agreement. 

Details 

of  the  properties  concerned  are  as  follows 

I — 

No. 

of  persons 

re-housed 

By  Statutory  Action. 

as  a  result. 

Adults 

Children 

Corner  Cottage,  Pell  Lane,  Rushton  ... 

2 

2 

21,  Tunnel  Road,  Barnton  . 

5 

— 

19,  Tunnel  Road,  Barnton 

2 

2 

80,  Chapel  Street,  Wincham  ... 

3 

2 

82.  Chapel  Street,  Wincham  . 

8 

— 

9,  Heath  Lane,  Wincham  . 

4 

1 

11,  Heath  Lane,  Wincham  . 

— 

— 

Park  Wall  Cottage,  Rushton  ... 

1 

— 

Ivy  Cottage,  Little  Leigh  . 

4 

— 

Cottage,  Hollins  Hill,  Utkinton 

— 

— 

Cottage,  Hollins  Hill,  Utkinton 

— 

— 

By  Agreement : 

The  39  houses  referred  to  above 

were  properties  as 

follows  : — 

Rudheath  ..  ...  1 

Wincham .  ...  9 

Lostock  Gralam  ...  ...  1 

Tarporley  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hartford  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cuddington  .  24 


INSPECTIONS 

1 — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts) . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  un¬ 

der  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  in- 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  ... 


662 

1273 

287 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 

po  S  C  •••  •  •••  « •  • 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  . 


290 

91 

9 


2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  .  168 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  re¬ 
pairs  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners .  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de¬ 
fects  to  be  remedied  ...  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de¬ 
fects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners .  Nil 

(b)  by  local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  34 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  if 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 
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(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 

The  number  of  houses  closed  during  the  year 
under  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Pro¬ 
visions)  Act,  1953,  was  ...  .  ...  7 

Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given  by 
the  owners  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act, 1936  9 

Improvement  Grants. 

Housing  Improvement  and  Conversion  —  Housing  Act,  1949. 

The  Council  have  accepted  the  principle  of  grant  aid 
and  have  so  far  approved  maximum  grant  in  each  case. 
The  investigations  and  detailed  considerations  of  applica¬ 
tions  for  grant  involves  a  considerable  amount  of  time,  but 
the  scheme  has  much  to  commend  it  as  it  affords  a  recon¬ 
ditioned  property  at  a  higher  rateable  value. 

Applications  submitted  during  the  year  — 

(1)  No.  of  applications  received  ...  ...  51 

(2)  No.  of  applications  approved  ...  49 

(3)  No.  of  applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  1 

(4)  No.  of  applications  where  work  has  been 

completed  ...  ...  ...  ..  . .  8 

(5)  Expenditure  involved 

(a)  approved  expenditure  rank¬ 
ing  for  grant  £16,950  Is  6d 

(b)  total  grant  paid  during  year  £  8,197  15s.  10d 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  &  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. — During  the  year,  82  samples  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  with  the  following  results 


Grade.  - 

Methylene 
Blue.  Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Satis. 

[Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Ungraded 

2 

— 

— 

— 

“Tuberculin  tested” 

7 

— 

— 

— 

“Sterilised”  "..7  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

“Pasteurised”  ... 

49 

— 

49 

- — 

“T.T.  Pasteurised” 

19 

19 

— 

7  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for  exam¬ 
ination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  all  with  negative  results. 

The  licences  held  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order  for  the  year  include  : — 

:  Authorising  dealers  to  use  the  special  designation 
'  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  : — 

(a)  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  bottled  milk  only  ...  18 

(b)  in  respect  of  licence  to  bottle .  4 

Authorising  -  dealers  to-  use  the  special  designation 
“  Pasteurised  ”  : — 

(a)  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  bottled  milk  only  ...  19 

(b)  in  respect  of  licence  to  botPe .  3 

Authorising  dealers  to  use  the  special  designation 
‘  Sterilised  ”  : — 

In  respect  of  the  sale  of  bottled  milk  only  ...  7 

Supplementary  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested’"  ...  14 

Supplementary  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  “  Pasteurised  ”  .  14 

Supplementary  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  “  Sterilised  ”  .  7 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Veterinary 
Officers  were  notified  of  and  dealt  with  tuberculosis 
occurring  in  37  herds. 
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Meat. — During  the  year  15  slaughterhouse  licences  were 
renewed.  1583  visits  were  paid  to  these  slaughterhouses.  A 
total  of  18,106  carcases  were  examined  and  40,890  lbs.  of 
meat  were  condemned. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  whole  or  in  part : — 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

P'gS 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1481 

2019 

213 

8462 

5931 

Number  inspected 

1481 

2019 

213 

8462 

5931 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

6 

2 

6 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

45 

150 

2 

49 

25 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  ... 

3.03 

7.73 

1.88 

.65 

.51 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

6 

36 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

71 

445 

- 

_ 

58 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

5.2 

23.83 

1.08 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger¬ 
ation  ... 

— 

. . 

,  .  - 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  total¬ 
ly  condemned 

— 

— 

- 

— 
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Distribution  of  diseases  : — 

Cows  : 

Tuberculosis  . 

36 

Multiple  bruising  and  Dropsy  ... 

1 

Septicaemia . 

2 

Pathological  Emaciation  ... 

1 

Multiple  bruising  and  Fever 

1 

Multiple  bruising . 

1 

Bullocks  and 

Heifers  : 

Tuberculosis  . 

6 

Pigs  : 

Tuberculosis  ...  . 

6 

— - 

Moribund  . 

1 

...  - 

Septic  Peritonitis . 

1 

Swine  Erysipelas . 

1 

Septicaemia  . 

1 

Fever  . 

1 

Calves  : 

Pyaemia  . 

2 

Sheep  : 

Moribund  . . 

1 

Dropsy  . 

1 

— 

Acute  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis  ... 

1 

Pregnancy  Toxaemia 

1 

Pathological  Emaciation .  1 

Multiple  bruising .  ...  1 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act.  —  37  suspected  cases  of 
Anthrax  were  reported  under  this  Act,  one  of  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  appropriate 
action  taken. 

Other  Foods. — The  following  is  a  summary  of  other 
foods  condemned  during  the  year  : — 

6  tins  Ham.  28  lb.  Oatmeal. 

34  tins  Corned  Beef.  56  lb.  Potato  Mash  Powder. 

48  tins  Heinz  Baby  Foods. 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938. — The  Council  has  on  Register 
the  following  food  preparing  premises  : — 

19  Cafes.  39  Canteens. 

13  Fried  Fish  Shops.  74  Ice-Cream  Premises. 

25  Butchers’  Premises.  18  Hotels  as  Catering  Establish- 

15  Bakehouses.  ments. 

Periodic  visits  have  been  paid  throughout  the  year  and 
a  high  standard  of  hygiene  maintained. 

Ice-Cream. — 1  Premises  holds  a  licence  for  the  sale  and 
manufacture  of  ice-cream,  and  73  premises  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream  as  received  from  other  licensed  manufacturers. 

The  Department  took  54  samples  during  the  year,  with 
the  following  results  : — 

54  Hot  Mix  —  Grade  1  —  39 

Grade  2  —  12 
Grade  3  —  3 


Orange  Juice. — The  Department  took  four  samples  of 
orange  juice  which  were  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory 
bacteriologically. 

In  addition,  the  following,  based  upon  a  statement  by 
the  County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectors,  is  a 
summary  of  other  samples  obtained  m  the  Northwich  Rural 
District  during  the  year  1955  . — 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised 
standard  of  quality 

Aspirins,  Children’s  ... 

1 

— 

Borax  (Glycerine) 

1 

— 

Butter 

2 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

— 

Castor  Oil 

1 

• — 

Cheese,  Cheshire 

2 

— 

Coffee,  Ground 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste 

1 

,  — 

Friars  Balsam  ... 

1 

— 

Glycerine 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

J 

- — 

Jam 

1 

- - 

Jelly 

1 

— 

“Koray”  Tablets 

1 

— 

Lard  . . 

1 

— 

Lemon  Flavouring 

1 

— 

Lemon  Sherbet  Sweets 

1 

- - 

Liquorice,  Linseed  and  Chlorodyne 
Tablets 

Luncheon  Meat 

1 

1 

Margarine 

1 

— 

Meat  Paste 

1 

- - 

Milk,  Fresh 

63 

1 

Milk.  Condensed,  Sweetened 

l 

— 

Olive  Oil 

1 

- - 

Orange  Squash  ... 

J 

— 

Orange  Drink  ... 

4 

— 

Pepper.  White  ...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

Pineapple  Crush  ...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

Raspberry  Drink 

1 

— 

Sauce 

1 

— 

Soup,  Mushroom 

1 

— 

Tuna 

1 

— 

Vinegar,  Malt  ... 

1 

— 

Whiskey 

7 

— 

Zinc  Ointment...  ... 

\ 

— 

Total 

104 

1 

Out  of  a  total  of  104  samples  obtained,  only  1  of  milk 
was  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  of  non-standard 
quality.  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  result,  particularly 
bearing  in  mind  that  the  infringement  was  not  serious 
enough  to  warrant  legal  proceedings. 

Particulars  of  sample  not  up  to  Standard. 


Sample 

Milk 

(Channel 

Island). 


Result  of  Analysis 

2.5%  deficient 
in  fat. 


Remarks 

Particulars  sent  to  Ministry  of 
Food  in  accordance  with  inst¬ 
ructions  contained  in  Circular 
M.F.  8/48.  Retail  sale. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

(1)  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  with  the  notable 
exception  of  measles,  was  low,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  table  : — 

Incidence  of  infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  the  year  1955 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

38 

16 

Whooping  Cough  . 

48 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ... 

2 

2 

Measles 

403 

1 

Pneumonia . 

13 

Dysentery 

27 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

The  cases  requiring  Hospital  treatment,  as  notified 
above,  were  admitted  to  the  undermentioned  hospitals  : — 


Davenham  Isolation  Hospital  ... 

Crewe  Isolation  Hospital . 

Warrington  Isolation  Hospital  ... 
Monsall  Isolation  Hospital 
Macclesfield  Isolation  Hospital  ... 


9  patients. 


2 

5 

4 


n 


1  patient. 


* 


*  As  mentioned  earlier  in  the  report  this  local  hospital 
was  closed  to  Infectious  Diseases  cases  on  31st  March, 
1955,  as  the  accommodation  was  required  by  the  Regio¬ 
nal  Hospital  Board  for  a  new  Maternity  Unit. 

Copies  of  reports  on  all  pathological  specimens  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  local  Doctors  to  the  Manchester  Public  Health 
Laboratory  are  received  by  me.  These  are  of  great  value 
in  that  immediate  preventive  measures  can  be  put  in  hand 

by  the  Health  Department  where  needed. 
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(2)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and 
deaths  from  both  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• - 

— 

— 

— 

1-  5  years 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15-25  „ 

— 

— 

—  -  ■ 

-  — 

— 

— - 

—  • 

— 

25-35  „ 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45  „ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  ., 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  „ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  " 

Total 

16 

6 

3 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

During  1955,  14  cases  were  admitted  to  and  15  dis¬ 
charged  from  Sanatoria. 

Number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  years  : — 

1944  1945  1946  1947  1943  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955 


272  238  244  229  229  232  230  190  218  199  202  183 

B  C.G.  Protection  against  Tuberculosis. — In  addition  to 
the  B.C.G.  protection  against  tuberculosis  as  carried  out  at 
the  local  Chest  Clinic  on  actual  contacts  to  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  the  vaccination  of  new-born  babies  at  the  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester,  the  parents  of  school  children 
of  the  12/13  years  age  group  in  the  area  have  been  offered 
this  new  form  of  protective  treatment.  The  response  to 
date  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  take  advantage  of  this 
treatment  for  their  children  has  been  good,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  : — 

No.  of  Consents  received  .  ...  ...  ..  283 

No.  tested  and  found  to  need  the  vaccination  122 
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(3)  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY. 

I  give  'below  an  extract  of  information  which  has  been 
submitted  to  me  by  the  Medical  Director  and  Organising 
Secretary  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  : — 

The  Northwich  Urban  and  W  eaverham  districts  were 
visited  for  the  first  time  between  the  7th  September  ana  the 
13th  October,  1955. 

The  examinees  at  Weaverham  were  practically  all 
general  public  volunteers,  but  in  Northwich,  the  local  firms, 
other  than  I.C.I.  Ltd.,  Alkali  Division,  were  invited  to 
participate. 

During  the  survey  the  Unit  was  located  as  follows  : — 

County  Welfare  Clinic,  Church  Lane,  Weaverham. 

Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd.,  General  Chemicals 
Division,  Wade  Works,  Northwich. 

Broadhurst  &  Co.  (Gadbrook)  Ltd.,  Gadbrook.  North¬ 
wich. 

J  Parks  &  Son  Ltd.,  Northwich. 

Civil  Defence  Centre,  Brockhurst  Street,  Northwich. 

A  publicity  campaign  was  carried  out  in  both  areas  by 
means  of  a  distribution  of  leaflets  to  households,  posters  in 
local  shoos,  articles  in  the  press,  and  films  at  the  cinemas. 
The  Medical  Officers  of  I.C.I.  Ltd..  Alkali  Division,  arranged 
for  posters,  giving  details  of  the  public  sessions,  to  be  dis- 
plaved  throughout  their  works,  for  the  benefit  of  their 
employees’  families.  In  addition,  the  Clerks  of  Parish 
Conned s  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Northwich  were 
furnished  with  full  information. 


PERSONS  EXAMINED. 


All 

ages  above  14  years 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Factories/Offices. 

... 

1050 

890 

1940 

General  Public 

Housewives 

. . . 

— 

2080 

2080 

Others 

... 

900 

720 

1620 

All  Groups 

1950 

3690 

5640 

052) 

(557) 

(709) 

(Figures  shown  in  brackets  denote  number 
of  persons  examined  at  Weaverham). 
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COMMENTS. 

1.  In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Divisional 
Medical  onicer  ot  Health,  the  examination  of  school 
children  was  confined  to  the  Mantoux  positive 
reactors.  School  teachers  and  other  stall  from  all 
the  schools  were  invited  to  attend. 

2.  Only  6  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  requiring 
treatment  were  found,  giving  an  incidence  of  1.0  per 
thousand  examinees.  This  low  rate  may  be  due  to 
the  small  proportion  of  industrial  examinees  m  the 
total  X-rayed,  and  also  to  the  nature  of  the  com¬ 
munity  examined,  in  that  it  is  only  partly  indus¬ 
trialised  and  set  in  rural  surroundings.  Another  im¬ 
portant  point  is  that  as  I.C.I.  Ltd.,  Alkali  Division, 
employ  the  majority  of  workers  and  X-ray  all  these 
regularly,  this  must  reduce  the  total  reservoir  of 
infectious  cases  and  consequently  give  a  lower 
morbidity  rate  in  the  general  public  as  a  whole. 

(4)  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year,  all  the  schools  m  the  Council’s  area 
were  inspected  by  the  Public  Health  staff,  with  particular 
regard  to  : — 

(a)  Canteens.  (c)  Sanitary  accommodation. 

(b)  Washing  facilities,  (d)  Refuse  removal. 

(5>  DISINFESTATION  &  DISINFECTION  OF 
PREMISES. 

The  disinfection  of  209  premises  was  carried  out  during 
the  year,  as  follows  : — 

For  Vermin  (using  D.D.T.  and  “  Gammexane  ’T 

130  houses 

For  Tuberculosis  (plus  steam  disinfection 

of  bedding) .  7  ,, 

For  Infectious  Diseases  .  72  ,, 


Total  209 


(6)  CHILDREN’S  SUMMER  CAMP. 

In  connection  with  a  Holiday  Camp  sponsored  by  a 
local  industry,  the  medical  inspection  of  some  166  mid- 
Cheshire  school  children  was  arranged  for.  prior  to  their 
departure  to  a  North  Wales  Camp  from  27th  May  to  3rd 
June.  1955.  The  majoritv  of  these  children  were  residents  of 
the  North wich  Rural  District. 
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(7)  MARTON  SCHOOL  CAMP. 

Early  in  February,  1955  this  Residential  School  Camp 
was  re-opened  under  the  responsibility  of  the  North¬ 
umberland  County  Education  Committee.  Apart  from 
dealing  with  the  occasional  school  child  suffering 
from  infectious  disease  and  the  collection  of  refuse, 
the  Rural  Council  have  no  other  Health  Service 
commitments. 

I  would  like  to  say,  in  closing  this  report,  how  much  I 
appreciate  the  help  I  have  received  from  the  Members  of 
the  Council  and  Officials  in  dealing  with  the  various  matters 
which  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

W.  S.  SLATER,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Hartford  Hill, 

Darwin  Street, 

NORTHWICH, 

Cheshire. 


t 


